








May 2008 
Dear Colleague,
We are writing to inform you of a new online training resource for health and social care staff which is based on the Stroke Core Competencies. The website has been developed jointly by NHS Education Scotland, Chest Heart & Stroke Scotland, the University of Edinburgh and expert stroke clinicians from across Scotland. 
The website provides a multidisciplinary resource which focuses on the core knowledge and skills required by all staff when delivering stroke care – from doctors, nurses and therapists to social workers and care staff working in nursing homes or community. The website may also be accessed by patients, carers and other members of the general public.

The website aims to provide an interactive way of learning with quizzes, animations, video clips and case scenarios.  Learners can print off a Personal Learning Log detailing the competencies they have completed and use these for their CPD portfolios.  There is also a more advanced assessment at the end of the resource which the learner may opt to undertake and which, if passed, gives a higher level of certificate. 
This resource is free and can be accessed on: (just click on this link)
www.StrokeCoreCompetencies.org  
Please add this website to your “favourites” and use the resource to enable you to become more knowledgeable and skillful in the challenging area of stroke care. 
Also, please help us to spread the word about this resource by forwarding this email to anybody you know who works with people affected by stroke. We are hoping that everybody who works with stroke patients will access this training and have the certificate to show that they have successfully completed it. This should lead to better outcomes for people affected by stroke.
Yours 

Martin Dennis (Chair of National Advisory Committee for Stroke in Scotland)
Mike Watson (Medical Director of NHS Education Scotland)
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